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11th Oxford Conference for the Book dedicated to novelist Walker Percy (March 17, 2004)
Author Larry Brown dies at 53 (November 25, 2004)
Authors gather in Oxford for 11th Annual Book Conference April 1-4 (March 9, 2004)
Book Conference to honor Mildred Taylor in statewide celebration (March 18, 2004)
Book recounts African-American artist's pre-integration study at University of Mississippi (March
16, 2004)
Call for Papers: 'Faulkner's Inheritance': 32nd Annual Faulkner & Yoknapatawpha Conference,
July 24-28, 2005. (Deadline: 15 Jan. 2005)
Call for Readers: The Marathon Reading of William Faulkner's Absalom, Absalom!, September
25, 2004, Rowan Oak, Oxford, Mississippi
Endowment establishes nation's first Faulkner studies dissertation fellowship (February 9, 2004)
English professor Ann Fisher-Wirth wins national poetry award (July 6, 2004)
Faulkner birthday celebration Sept. 25 to feature reading of 'Absalom, Absalom' (September 14,
2004)
Faulkner lives on through play, future movie (July 28, 2004)
Literary programs in Jackson, Delta bookend Oxford Book Conference (March 10, 2004)
Louis Dollarhide, Ole Miss English professor emeritus, dies at 85 (January 17, 2004)
Marty Stuart arrested, charged with DUI (June 24, 2004)
Murry C. 'Chooky' Falkner dies at 76 (April 26, 2004)
Ole Miss professor Adam Gussow wins award for book on murder and blues (January 13, 2004)
Oxford American signs deal with Univ. of Central Arkansas (May 26, 2004)
Poet Ann Fisher-Wirth awarded state arts commission grant (October 14, 2004)
Rowan Oak, William Faulkner home, reopens after renovation (July 25, 2004)
Writer Richard Ford to read at Ole Miss Feb. 12 (February 9, 2004)

January
English professor Adam Gussow wins award for book from Society for Southern Literature
January 13, 2004
OXFORD, Miss. — Adam Gussow, University of Mississippi assistant professor of English and Southern
studies, is the latest recipient of the Society for Southern Literature’s C. Hugh Holman Award.
Named for the late University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill English professor and Southern Literary
Journal editor, the award recognizes the “best book of literary scholarship or criticism in Southern
literature during a given calendar year,” according to the society.
Gussow received the award for Seems Like Murder Here: Southern Violence and the Blues
Tradition (University of Chicago Press, 2002). The award was presented at the December convention of
the Modern Language Association in San Diego.

“Seems Like Murder Here is a classic interdisciplinary study,” said Charles Reagan Wilson, director of
UM’s Center for the Study of Southern Culture. “Adam’s depth of understanding of the music and
community makes that book stand out as one of the most important studies of African-American
literature.”
Wilson won the award with the center’s founder William Ferris in 1990 for their Encyclopedia of
Southern Culture (University of North Carolina Press, 1989).
An expansion of Gussow’s dissertation, Seems Like Murder Here is his first scholarly work and his second
blues-themed book. Mister Satan’s Apprentice: A Blues Memoir, an account of Gussow’s experience
playing harmonica alongside Harlem guitarist Sterling Magee, was published by Pantheon in 1998.
“It’s extremely rare for an assistant professor’s first scholarly book to win this kind of prize,” said Joseph
Urgo, chair and professor of English at UM. “This proves the point that Adam Gussow is a rising star in
Southern studies.”
Besides the Holman Award, Seems Like Murder Here recently received a John G. Cawelti Book Award
honorable mention from the American Culture Association. A section of the book published in African
American Review won the journal’s Darwin T. Turner Award for the best essay of 2001.
Ole Miss English professor emeritus Louis Dollarhide dies in Oxford
January 17, 2004
OXFORD, Miss. — University of Mississippi Professor Emeritus of English Louis Edgar Dollarhide died
Friday in Oxford after several months of declining health. He was 85.
A Shakespearean scholar, Dollarhide earned a bachelor’s degree in English from Mississippi College in
1942, a master’s degree from Harvard University in 1947 and a doctorate from the University of North
Carolina in 1954. He taught English at Mississippi College for 20 years before joining the Ole Miss faculty
in 1967. He retired from the university in December 1987.
“He was a wonderful person, very kind and generous,” said his daughter Martha Carolyn Thomason of
Oxford. “His students loved him. He just left a wonderful impression on all his students.”
From courses on John Milton to seminars on Eudora Welty and Tennessee Williams, Dollarhide lectured
to thousands of students during his 40 years of teaching.
Born in America, Kan., Dollarhide grew up in Kosciusko. His scholarly works and writings of fiction and
non-fiction appeared in numerous publications throughout his career. Of Art and Artists: Selected
Reviews of the Arts in Mississippi, a collection of some 250 of his newspaper columns compiled in 1981,
is among the many books, short stories, articles and poems he authored. He also co-edited a book of
essays titled Eudora Welty: A Form of Thanks.
Dollarhide served as editor for the Mississippi Arts Commission and as president of the Mississippi
Poetry Society. For many years, he chaired the UM Artist Series, and from 1955 to 1976 he wrote a
weekly column and more than 1,000 book reviews and articles for The Jackson Daily News-Clarion
Ledger.

In 1942 Dollarhide served a short stint in the U.S. Army Air Corps.
He is survived by his five children, Jane Elizabeth Dollarhide, John Zachary Dollarhide and Martha
Carolyn Thomason, all of Oxford, Louis E. Dollarhide III of Columbus, and David King Dollarhide of
Navarre, Fla., as well as twelve grandchildren and step-grandchildren and one sister, Carolyn Allen of
Martinez, Ga.
A memorial service is scheduled for 3 p.m. January 30 in Paris-Yates Chapel on the UM-Oxford campus.
A reception follows at the Oxford home of John and Barbara Dollarhide.
The family requests that memorials be made to the Louis Dollarhide Liberal Arts Scholarship Fund
through the UM Foundation.

February
Endowment to support country’s first Faulkner dissertation fellowship
Alumnus remembers mother with $100,000 scholarship fund
February 9, 2004
By Deidra Jackson
University of Mississippi News Services
OXFORD, Miss. — Thanks to a gift from an alumnus and his wife, the University of Mississippi plans to
offer the nation’s only doctoral scholarship for students studying the life and work of Nobel laureate
William Faulkner.
Campbell and Leighton McCool of Oxford have established a $100,000 endowment to create the Frances
Bell McCool Endowment for Faulkner Dissertation Fellowship. The scholarship honors Frances Bell
McCool, McCool’s mother and Ole Miss alumna, who died in 1994.
“Leighton and I strongly believe in what Chancellor (Robert) Khayat has done in the past seven years and
his commitment to enhancing the national reputation of Ole Miss,” said Campbell McCool, a 1985 UM
grad. “We wanted to do something to help.
“We chose to establish a Faulkner scholarship in the English department and the writing program
because we truly believe it is one of the areas where Ole Miss has a growing national reputation and can
go head-to-head with any school,” he added.
Frances Bell McCool, a 1959 UM graduate, taught high school mathematics for more than 30 years in
Jackson and New Orleans. One of the first recipients of the Robert M. Carrier Scholarship, UM’s oldest
prestigious scholastic award, she graduated in three years with a degree in mathematics and education.
Campbell McCool said he is pleased to have this option for honoring the memory of his mother “who
had such a significant impact on my life and loved Ole Miss as much as anyone who ever went to school
here.”
Plans call for the first McCool Fellowship to be awarded during the 2004-05 academic year, said Joe
Urgo, chair of the Department of English.

“The McCool Fellowship will enable us to attract the most promising young Faulkner scholars to Oxford
and advance this department’s work toward being the epicenter of Faulkner studies in the world,” Urgo
said.
Faulkner was reared in Oxford and attended Ole Miss. He also served as the university postmaster and
later made his home at Rowan Oak, near the UM campus. Since its creation in 1974, UM’s annual
Faulkner and Yoknapatawpha Conference, which draws scholars from around the world to Oxford, is
one of the longest-running literary events focusing on the works of a single author.
English department plans are to offer the competitive fellowship biennially, Urgo said. Existing graduate
stipends for English doctoral students are set at $10,000. The McCool Fellowship amount is yet to be
decided. Recipients are to be chosen by a four-member committee, including McCool and Urgo.
Said Chancellor Robert Khayat: “The extraordinary gift of Campbell and Leighton McCool honoring
Campbell’s mother, Frances Bell McCool, provides an opportunity for Ole Miss to offer the only fully
endowed Faulkner Dissertation Fellowship. Frances McCool was a wonderful student and teacher, and it
is so fitting that her children have chosen to honor her by enabling others to become great teachers.”
Frances Bell McCool comes from a long line of Ole Miss alums. Her grandfather, Dean James Warsaw
Bell, was an alumnus and faculty member for some 50 years. He was instrumental in the formation of
the School of Commerce at UM and served as its first dean for 20 years, after also serving as dean of the
School of Education. Her father, James Warsaw Bell Jr., received both undergraduate and law degrees
from Ole Miss and was appointed university postmaster when William Faulkner was fired from the
position.
“Ole Miss has been such a large part of both of our lives,” Campbell McCool said. “So it is a great honor
to be able to give back to an institution that has given so much to our family.”
For more information about UM scholarships, contact Office of Financial Aid at 662-915-7175. To
establish an endowment, contact University Advancement at 662-915-5944.
Writer Richard Ford reads from his work February 12
First author to receive both Pulitzer Prize and PEN/Faulkner Award for a single work
February 9, 2004
By Deidra Jackson
University of Mississippi News Services
OXFORD, Miss. — Leaving the Mississippi Delta — where he lived “a wonderful monotony” for some five
years— was the best thing award-winning novelist Richard Ford did for the sake of his writing, he said.
“If I stayed, it would have confined me to writing about subjects written by other Mississippians, like
Richard Wright and William Faulkner,” said Ford, who reads from his newest work February12 at the
University of Mississippi. “I had to go find something that only I could write about … that would be good,
that would be mine.”
Ford, whose 1996 novel Independence Day was the first book to win both the Pulitzer Prize for fiction
and PEN/Faulkner Award, reads at 7 p.m. in Paul B. Johnson Commons ballroom. The program is free

and open to the public. His visit is sponsored by the John and Renee Grisham Visiting Writers Series and
the Department of English.
Preceding his reading, the Jackson-born author who later lived in Cleveland, plans to be in downtown
Oxford for a 1:30-2:30 p.m. book signing at Square Books.
At UM, Ford will read from The Lay of the Land, a novel he is writing as the third in a series featuring
protagonist Frank Bascombe, a sportswriter highlighted in Ford’s novels The Sportswriter (1986)
and Independence Day.
Set at Thanksgiving in the year 2000 in suburban New Jersey — the setting for all his novels — The Lay of
the Land will be the “most serious and the most comic of the three,” said Ford by telephone from his
ocean-front home in East Booth Bay, Maine. “I’ve been writing it for a year and a little more, but it’ll be
a three-and-a-half- year project.”
“He writes powerful ruminations,” said author Barry Hannah, Ford’s longtime friend and fellow Jackson
native who is UM’s writer-in-residence. “I think his reading will be superb. He’s one of the strongest
short story writers of all time.”
Ford has written six novels and three short-story collections. His other novels are A Piece of My
Heart (1976), The Ultimate Good Luck (1981) and Wildlife (1990). He also has published three story
collections: Rock Springs (1987), Women with Men (1997) and A Multitude of Sins (2002).
Although born and raised in the South, Ford, who turns 60 on February 16, has traveled extensively
throughout the country, keeping residencies in Montana, Maine and New Orleans, where he lives on
Bourbon Street with his wife Kristina Ford, who is executive director of the city planning commission.
Ford’s short stories have been widely anthologized and have appeared in Esquire, The New Yorker,
Vanity Fair and Granta. He edited The Granta Book of the American Short Story (1992), The Granta Book
of the American Long Story and The Complete Stories of Anton Chekov, among others.
What advice would Ford offer to struggling or beginning writers? Talk yourself out of it.
“There’s not a bit of advice that hasn’t been contradicted by any other bit of advice,” he quipped.
Among the numerous other awards and honors Ford has received are a Guggenheim Fellowship, two
grants from the National Endowment for the Arts, an American Academy of Arts and Letters Award for
Literature, and the 1994 Rea Award, which is given annually to a writer who has made contributions to
the short story as an art form.
In citing Ford’s work, the Rea Award jurors said, “Richard Ford’s power lies in the deceiving simplicity of
his language, in the complexity of the emotions he explores and in the extraordinary tenderness with
which most of the people in his stories go about the solitary business of loving, and seeking love.”
Ford received a bachelor’s degree from Michigan State University, where he studied literature and
began to write stories. He attended law school at Washington University in St. Louis for one semester,

but quit to pursue a career in writing. He received a master of fine arts in creative writing from the
University of California at Irvine.
He has taught at Princeton University, Williams College and the University of Michigan. Ford wrote the
screenplay for the 1991 film Bright Angel, which starred Sam Shepard and was based on two stories
from Rock Springs.
Said film critic Roger Ebert: “No other writer can take the image of the West — the freedom of the open
prairies — and make it seem like such a closed-in place, so drained of freedom, and threatening.”
“He is a man of great character and loyalty to his friends,” Hannah added. “Richard was forthright in his
attack on racism. He’s enlightened me, more quickly than others of us, to racial injustice.”
For more information about Ford’s reading or assistance related to a disability, call the Department of
English at 662-915-7439.

March
Authors gather in Oxford for 11th annual Book Conference April 1-4
March 9, 2004
By Jennifer Southall
University of Mississippi News Services
OXFORD, Miss. — For anyone who loves a good book — whether poetry, fiction, memoir, polemic or
mystery — the University of Mississippi is the place to be April 1-4 for the 2004 Oxford Conference for
the Book.
Scheduled to appear at this year’s conference, which is dedicated to Southern novelist Walker Percy, are
humorist Roy Blount Jr., editor Gary Fisketjon, publisher Jonathan Galassi, novelist Kaye Gibbons,
journalist Sebastian Junger, poet William Jay Smith, Newbery Award-winner Mildred D. Taylor and
American Book Award-winner Janisse Ray, among many others.
“I love public discourse, and I think that book festivals provide a grand forum for the dissemination of
ideas through art,” said Ray, UM’s 2003-04 John and Renee Grisham Writer-in-Residence and moderator
of a conference panel discussion on literature and political activism.
Jamie Kornegay, bookseller at Oxford’s Square Books and a conference organizer, said he’s pleased that
this year’s conference features more panel discussions moderated by local writers. They include UM’s
two other writers-in-residence, Tom Franklin and Barry Hannah, as well as the Kelly Gene Cook Sr. Chair
of Journalism and Boston Globe columnist Curtis Wilkie.
Besides readings and panel discussions — with topics ranging from “Remembering Walker Percy” to
“Readers Today and Tomorrow,” “Submitting Manuscripts” and “Southern Preoccupations” — the 2004
conference also offers a number of events that support Ray’s “grand forum” for disseminating ideas.
To honor the visiting Newbery Award winner, conference organizers have proclaimed April 2 as Mildred
D. Taylor Day in Mississippi. In addition to a reception for Taylor, students from several area middle
schools have been invited to discuss Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry.

Other conference offerings include cocktail parties with session panelists, a catfish dinner, the opening
of the Mississippi Mystery Writers Exhibition, and a performance of scenes from William Faulkner’s As I
Lay Dying and other Southern literary classics set to music.
Kornegay pointed to other “interesting new directions” to be taken with this year’s conference, which
include the opening of the conference on Thursday to allow the live radio program Thacker Mountain
Radio to be hosted on the UM campus.
As added attractions, conference organizers have scheduled two out-of-town events this year. A literary
tour of the Mississippi Delta, featuring sites relevant to Percy, Tennessee Williams, Shelby Foote and
others, kicks off in Greenwood March 29 and concludes April 1; programs April 4-5 in Jackson celebrate
restoration of the garden at the home where Eudora Welty lived for 76 years.
Aside from the outstanding conference itinerary, Ray said it’s the attitude of Conference for the Book
participants that differentiates this event from other literary festivals.
“One aspect that I really like about the Oxford conference is that the people in attendance seem to
understand books not simply as entertainment or business but books as momentous things — as
vehicles of epiphany and social change and art,” said Ray. “Books are important at the level of marrow.”
Conference sessions at UM are open to the public without charge; however, preregistration is
recommended to ensure seating. Reservations and advance payment are required for three optional
conference events: a cocktail buffet with panelists at Isom Place ($50), cocktail party with panelists at
Off Square Books ($25) and country dinner at Taylor Catfish ($25).
The Welty event in Jackson is free and open to the public. Reservations and advance payment of $50 are
required for a related April 4 dinner at the Old Capitol Inn (price includes cocktails and gratuity).
Registration and advance payment of $350 are required for the Delta literary tour.
The 2004 Oxford Conference for the Book is sponsored by UM’s Center for the Study of Southern
Culture, Square Books, Junior Auxiliary of Oxford, Lafayette Co. Literacy Council and Oxford Tourism
Council. The event is partially funded by UM, R&B Feder Foundation for the Beaux Arts, National
Endowment for the Arts, Tribal State Compact Fund, Mississippi Humanities Council and Yoknapatawpha
Arts Council.
The Welty program is sponsored by CSSC and the Mississippi Department of Archives and History, and is
made possible by a grant from NEA. The Delta tour is sponsored by CSSC and Viking Range Corp.
To register for the conference, Welty event or Delta tour, or for more information, visit
www.olemiss.edu/depts/south/. For assistance related to a disability, call 662-915-7236.
Literary programs in Jackson, Delta bookend Oxford Book Conference
March 10, 2004
By Jennifer Southall
University of Mississippi News Services

OXFORD, Miss. — With appearances by such diverse writers as Roy Blount Jr., Kaye Gibbons, William Jay
Smith, Mildred D. Taylor and Sebastian Junger, the 2004 Oxford Conference for the Book is sure to
delight literary enthusiasts of all stripes.
But for those who want more, conference organizers have scheduled two additional offerings on days
immediately before and after the April 1-4 conference at the University of Mississippi: a literary tour of
the Mississippi Delta March 29-April 1 and several events in Jackson April 4-5 related to Eudora Welty.
To register for the conference, Welty events and Delta tour, or for more information, visit
www.olemiss.edu/depts/south/ or call 662-915-5993.
“The Delta has a rich history of music and food,” said Jimmy Thomas, a Delta native and guide for part of
the tour, which includes stops in Greenwood, Greenville and Clarksdale. “But just as important —
perhaps even more important — is its rich literary history.”
An abundance of literary culture also can be found at 119 Pinehurst in Jackson, the address of Eudora
Welty’s home. Although the house where Welty spent more than 76 years is not open to the public, the
newly restored gardens that Welty maintained with her mother open in early April and are on the
Jackson itinerary.
“To see the garden itself — the flowers and plants evokes passages and imagery that Eudora wrote
about in her stories,” said Mary Alice Welty White, Welty’s niece and the home's curator.
The Delta literary tour, organized by UM’s Center for the Study of Southern Culture and the Viking
Range Corp., begins in Greenwood, home base for the tour. The first leg of the trip offers participants
the opportunity to explore the town where legendary bluesman Robert Johnson was put to rest and
where playwright Endesha Ida Mae Holland spent her youth.
The second day of the tour is spent exploring Greenville, home of novelist Beverly Lowry and Vogue
senior writer Julia Reed, as well as writers William Alexander Percy, Walker Percy and Shelby Foote. On
hand for the tour, Lowry and Reed are scheduled to read from their works at Greenville’s McCormick
Book End. Also, Kenneth Holditch, professor emeritus at the University of New Orleans, gives a talk on
Walker Percy and his circle of literary friends.
Greenville, in the heart of the Delta, has produced more writers per capita than any other city in the
United States, according to Thomas, managing editor for the new edition of the Encyclopedia of
Southern Culture, scheduled to be published by CSSC in 2005.
Holditch speaks again on the third day of the tour in Clarksdale, where Tennessee Williams spent much
of his early childhood and where Williams’ grandfather served for 16 years as rector of St. George’s
Episcopal Church. In addition to Holditch’s talk on Williams’ relation to Mississippi, visits to significant
Williams-related sites are on the Clarksdale itinerary.
Besides the literary treats in the three towns, the tour includes breaks for barbecue and other favorite
Delta foods. Also scheduled along the way, of course, are attending live blues performances and visiting
such places as the Delta Blues Museum in Clarksdale.

The Delta’s heritage is one that its people are happy to share, Thomas said. “The people of the Delta are
very proud of what comes from there, and they’re also very inviting and appreciative of anyone who
visits to admire or take part in the abundance of literary culture.”
Jackson events include a walk through the Welty garden with archival gardener Susan Halton, tour of
the Welty Archives and reading of “Petrified Man” by actor John Maxwell, as well as talks on Welty’s life
and work. The events are sponsored by CSSC and the Mississippi Department of Archives and History,
and made possible by a National Endowment for the Arts grant.
Welty’s fiction alludes to more than 150 varieties of plant species, many of which grew in the garden
created by Welty’s mother. The garden has been restored to its 1940s look, based on documentation
found in the Welty home, which is to be opened to the public in 2005.
“With the garden and Eudora’s correspondence, awards and other papers, Eudora’s home will be one of
the most complete literary home museums in the country once it’s restored. Everything is right there,”
White said.
All the Welty events related to the Book Conference are free and open to the public except an April 4
dinner at the Old Capitol Inn, which requires reservations and advance payment of $50 (price includes
cocktails and gratuity). Old Capitol is offering a special $99 rate (plus tax) for Welty program
participants. Reservations can be made through March 22 by calling 888-359-9001.
Registration and advance payment of $350 are required for the Delta literary tour and include all
program activities, five meals and local transportation. Lodging is not included, but group
accommodations at a discounted rate of $135 per night are available at the Alluvian, Viking’s boutique
hotel in Greenwood. Reservations can be made by calling 866-600-5201 and asking for the “literary
tour” rate.
For assistance related to a disability, call 662-915-7236.
Book recounts African-American artist’s pre-integration study at University of Mississippi
March 16, 2004
By Jennifer Southall
University of Mississippi News Services
OXFORD, Miss. — Folk artist M. B. Mayfield said the idea of an autobiography had been “in (his) mind
for a long time.” No doubt the Ecru native had a great deal to say — after all, he got his start decades
ago studying art secretly from a broom closet at the then-segregated University of Mississippi.
Fortunately, a friend of Mayfield’s finally persuaded him to record his life’s story, resulting in the
book The Baby Who Crawled Backwards, self-published by the artist last fall. The account not only tells
of Mayfield’s extraordinary life — including the story of how he crawled backward as a toddler — but it
also features his original poetry along with full-color photographs from his artwork spanning more than
five decades.
“I wasn’t thinking about money or anything like that when I started writing the book,” said Mayfield. “It
was about getting something out that needed to come out and the story coming to maturity.”

Among the things that Mayfield “got out” is the story of his lifelong friendship with Stuart Purser, UM’s
first art department chair and the person Mayfield credits with changing the direction of his life.
Purser first met Mayfield in the summer of 1949 when driving to UM from his previous post at the
University of Tennessee-Chattanooga. The art professor was so impressed with the artwork he saw on
the front porch of Mayfield’s family farmhouse that he stopped to speak with the artist.
That fall, the 26-year-old Mayfield moved to Oxford to work as a custodian in the art department, where
he studied one-on-one with Purser and spent hours in a broom closet listening to class lectures.
“The really fascinating thing about Mayfield is this intersection with the world of fine art that he
stumbled into,” said Lisa Howorth, who taught classes on folk art at UM’s Center for the Study of
Southern Culture for several years. “He got to look at the art world at Ole Miss but was still marginal to
the whole thing.”
After returning to Ecru to attend his ailing mother, then moving to Racine, Wis., where he held a number
of odd jobs, Mayfield moved to Memphis in 1969. There he again was drawn into the world of fine art —
if only marginally — as custodian at Brooks Memorial Art Gallery. He studied paintings on exhibit in the
gallery and displayed his own artwork in the museum’s stairwells and work areas for his fellow
employees to see.
The nature of his involvement in the art world has left Mayfield with seemingly no bitterness, although
he said he’d rather not speak about his time at Ole Miss because it detracts from the achievements of
James Meredith.
“I didn’t accomplish the things he did. He was the one who took the punishment,” Mayfield said of
Meredith, who integrated the university in 1962. “I’d really like to meet him one day.”
But Mayfield’s ties to the university remain. A number of his paintings, including a portrait of Martin
Luther King Jr., hang in the University Museums, and the center hosted one of Mayfield’s first big art
exhibits, in 1986.
Following that show, Mayfield’s career flourished, so much so that he has sold almost everything he’s
painted since then. He said his eyes are not as good as they once were, so he’s slowed his painting in
recent years and turned to writing.
“I always doubted myself and was very self-conscious, but (writing the book) has been a real neat
experience,” said Mayfield, who keeps his ideas for a possible second publication in a scrapbook.
Charles Reagan Wilson, director of the center, said he believes Mayfield’s book represents a “parable of
the contemporary South.”
“He tells of someone who moved through the rural segregated South to something very different,”
Wilson said. “He was a janitor and unable to attend classes, yet he drew from the real strengths of
Southern culture to learn and express his creativity.”

The Baby Who Crawled Backwards can be ordered by calling the Town Square Post Office and Museum
in Pontotoc at 662-488-0388. Copies are available for $35 plus shipping.
11th Oxford Conference for the Book dedicated to novelist Walker Percy
March 17, 2004
By Jennifer Southall
University of Mississippi News Services
OXFORD, Miss. — The 11th annual Oxford Conference for the Book, April 1-4, examines the life and
works of the late Walker Percy, National Book Award winner and one of the most influential American
novelists and essayists of the 20th century.
“Percy’s family is very important to Mississippi literary history,” said Kathryn McKee, McMullan
Associate Professor of Southern studies and associate professor of English. “On his own, Percy is a writer
who commands national respect but at the same time reflects on the particular dimensions of
Southernness.”
Percy, who won the National Book Award for his first novel, The Moviegoer, was born in Birmingham,
Ala. After his father’s death, Percy moved with his two brothers to the Greenville home of cousin
William Alexander Percy, known for the 1941 autobiography Lanterns on the Levee.
Forced to give up his career as a pathologist following a bout with tuberculosis, Walker Percy wrote five
more novels and three nonfiction works exploring the human condition.
Attending the Conference for the Book to discuss Percy’s life and legacy are Paul Elie, an editor at Farrar,
Straus and Giroux and author of The Life You Save May Be Your Own, who also will examine other
Southern writers; Lucius Lampton, collector of Percy-related publications; Patricia A. Sullivan, professor
of English and director of the Program for Writing and Rhetoric at the University of Colorado at Boulder;
Robert Livingston Lobdell, one of Percy’s four grandsons; and Mary Pratt Percy Lobdell, Percy’s
daughter.
2004 Conference for the Book poster prints and T-shirts featuring Percy are to be sold during the
conference for $10 and $15, respectively. The featured image for both was reproduced from a portrait
by Mississippi native and Little Rock resident Baxter Knowlton, courtesy of the painting’s owners. Two
other Knowlton paintings of Percy are to be displayed April 2 at UM’s Ford Center for the Performing
Arts. (Knowlton’s paintings of William Faulkner, Barry Hannah, Willie Morris and Eudora Welty are on
display in Oxford at L&M’s Kitchen and Salumeria. For more information, e-mail
baxterknowlton@hotmail.com.)
Besides the conference sessions on Percy, an entire day of the Delta Literary Tour, which runs March 29April 1, is spent in Greenville and dedicated to the life and work of Percy and other authors from that
town, such as his close friend Shelby Foote.
“I’m delighted that my son and I have been asked to attend,” said Mary Pratt Percy Lobdell. “(Walker
Percy) was always a father first, but the author part was very important. His message to the world —
that we’re in a sort of malaise but it’s not terminal and we need to look to a higher power— is very
important and as his daughter, I was able to get that before anyone else.”

All conference sessions are open to the public without charge, although preregistration is recommended
to ensure seating. Reservations and advance payment are required for three optional conference
events: a cocktail buffet with panelists at Isom Place ($50), cocktail party with panelists at Off Square
Books ($25) and country dinner at Taylor Catfish ($25). The Delta tour requires advance registration of
$350.
To register for the conference or Delta tour, or for more information, visit
www.olemiss.edu/depts/south/.
For senior adults, Elderhostel, an international program of educational travel, offers a special conference
package. For $441 per person, everything except the Delta tour is included: the entire conference
(including special events), three nights’ lodging at the newly renovated Best Western Downtown Oxford
Inn and Suites, all meals from dinner April 1 through lunch April 4, and transportation in Oxford.
To register for the Elderhostel program, call 877-426-8056 and refer to “So You Love Books? Get
Between the Pages at the Oxford Conference for the Book,” program number 11183-040104. For
Elderhostel information, call Carolyn Vance Smith at 601-446-1208, or e-mail Carolyn.Smith@colin.edu.
The 2004 Oxford Conference for the Book is sponsored by UM’s Center for the Study of Southern
Culture, Junior Auxiliary of Oxford, Lafayette County Literacy Council and Square Books, and is partially
funded by the University of Mississippi, a contribution from the R&B Feder Foundation for the Beaux
Arts and grants from the National Endowment for the Arts, Tribal State Compact Fund, Mississippi
Humanities Council and Yoknapatawpha Arts Council. The Delta tour is sponsored by CSSC and Viking
Range Corp.
For assistance related to a disability, call 662-915-7236.
Book Conference brings author home for statewide fete in her honor
March 18, 2004
By Jennifer Southall
University of Mississippi News Services
OXFORD, Miss. — Among author readings, book-signing parties, panel discussions and a catfish dinner or
two, the University of Mississippi’s 11th annual Oxford Conference for the Book, April 1-4, includes the
celebration of Mildred D. Taylor Day in Mississippi.
A formal proclamation honoring the native Mississippian and Newbery Medal winner is set for April 2 at
10:30 a.m. in UM’s Ford Center for the Performing Arts. A panel discussion about Taylor’s life also is to
be part of the program.
Author of Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry — winner of the Newbery, the most prestigious award in
children’s literature — and eight other novels for young readers, Taylor is scheduled to speak at the
event in a rare public appearance.
The state’s tribute is “long overdue,” said Ethel Young-Minor, UM assistant professor of English and
African American studies and panel moderator. “Mildred Taylor has spent her life bringing a positive

image to Mississippi. Her books have shown people of all ages the interaction between black and white
people in this state and have worked to change how people from other places perceive Mississippi.”
The great-granddaughter of a white plantation owner’s son and a slave, Taylor grew up in Toledo, Ohio,
where her family moved shortly after she was born. She spent her childhood and college years in Ohio,
attending Toledo’s public schools and the University of Toledo. Following two years in the Peace Corps
in Ethiopia, she enrolled at the University of Colorado, where she earned a master's degree in
journalism. Throughout her life, she has returned often to Mississippi, where much of her extended
family still lives.
Taylor herself has said that she has “attempted to present a true picture of life in America as older
members of my family remember it, and as I remember it in the days before the civil rights movement. I
have tried to present not only a history of my family, but the effects of racism, not only to the victims of
racism but also to the racists themselves. I have recounted events that were painful to write and painful
to read in the hope that they brought more understanding.”
As part of the statewide celebration, some 500 fifth-graders from area schools who recently have
read Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry will attend the Ford Center event.
“We had been working on the idea of a community-wide book reading,” said Susan Nicholson, director
of the Lafayette County Literacy Council. “When we learned Mildred Taylor was coming for the book
conference, we wanted to make sure that every fifth-grader in the county got a copy of Roll of Thunder,
Hear My Cry. We did that with the help of the Junior Auxiliary of Oxford and the Central Elementary PTA.
We’re hoping that the kids will not just read the books, but will read them with their families.”
Young-Minor, who said that she first read the book as a sixth-grader and has assigned it to her graduate
classes at UM, encourages everyone to read Taylor’s works and to attend the proclamation ceremony,
program and reception.
“In Roll of Thunder you get a true sense of what race relations in Mississippi were like in the 1930s,”
Young-Minor said. “It’s a truly remarkable work.”
After the 11:30 a.m. reception in her honor, Taylor is scheduled for a 3:30-4 p.m. book signing at Square
Books Jr., on the Oxford Square. She will sign Roll of Thunder and her other works. Those who are unable
to attend the event can reserve signed copies by calling 662-236-2207.
Besides the 1977 Newbery, Taylor has won four Coretta Scott King Awards, two Christopher Awards, a
Boston Globe-Horn Book Award and the inaugural $25,000 NSK Neustadt Prize for Children’s Literature.
The proclamation of Mildred D. Taylor Day and all other conference sessions at UM are open to the
public without charge; however, preregistration is recommended to ensure seating. Reservations and
advance payment are required for three optional conference events: a cocktail buffet with panelists at
Isom Place ($50), cocktail party with panelists at Off Square Books ($25) and country dinner at Taylor
Catfish ($25).

Continuing Education Units are available to teachers who attend the Oxford Conference for the Book.
The cost is $20 for 1.6 CEUs. Teachers should complete CEU registration forms and pay the fee when
they check in for the conference.
The 2004 Oxford Conference for the Book is sponsored by UM’s Center for the Study of Southern
Culture, Junior Auxiliary of Oxford, Lafayette County Literacy Council and Square Books, and is partially
funded by the University of Mississippi, a contribution from the R&B Feder Foundation for the Beaux
Arts and grants from the National Endowment for the Arts, the Tribal State Compact Fund, the
Mississippi Humanities Council and the Yoknapatawpha Arts Council.
To register for the conference or for more information, visit www.olemiss.edu/depts/south/. For
assistance related to a disability, call 662-915-7236.

April
Writer Joan Williams dies at 75
April 19, 2004
By Frederic Koeppel
Editor’s note: This article originally appeared in The Memphis Commercial-Appeal.
Memphis-born author Joan Williams, whose fiction embodied the complicated nature and narrative
power of the South, died of heart failure April 18 in Atlanta. She was 75.
The daughter of an Arkabutla, Miss., housewife and a Tennessee dynamite salesman, Williams had little
thought of being a writer while a student at what was then Miss Hutchison’s School for Girls and
Southwestern at Memphis.
In an interview with The Commercial Appeal in 1995, Williams said her ambitions were more like nurse,
airline stewardess or movie star.
But in 1949 a short story she wrote at Bard College won the Mademoiselle magazine fiction contest.
And that summer she read William Faulkner’s The Sound and the Fury, and she and friends drove from
Memphis to Oxford, Miss., to meet the author.
They were turned away but Faulkner wrote to apologize, and the two began a correspondence that
turned to romance for a few months in 1952.
“I never thought of myself as Faulkner’s girlfriend,” Williams said later. “He was a lonesome man when
we met. He knew his best writing was over and he said he wished it could be fun again.”
Faulkner encouraged her to write.
Her novel, The Morning and the Evening, was published in 1961 and won the John P. Marquand First
Novel Award.

Williams always resisted the implication, made by Joseph Blotner in his massive 1974 Faulkner
biography, that the Nobel Prize-winning author helped pen the book.
Williams said Faulkner suggested the title and added a phrase of character detail to the novel’s opening
line.
She went on to publish the novels Old Powder Man (1966), The Wintering (1971), County Woman (1982)
and Pay the Piper (1988) and the volume Pariah and Other Stories (1983).
Williams leaves two sons, Matthew Bowen of Charlottesville, Va., and Ezra Bowen of Alpharetta, Ga.,
and two grandchildren.
The service is 1 p.m. Saturday at Memphis Funeral Home Poplar Chapel with burial in Memorial Park.
Murry C. ‘Chooky’ Falkner dies at 76
April 26, 2004
OXFORD, Miss. — Murry Cuthbert “Chooky” Falkner Sr., 76, died Friday, April 23, 2004, at North
Mississippi Medical Center. Services were this morning at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Oxford with the
Rev. Taylor Moore officiating. Burial followed in Oxford Memorial Cemetery. Waller Funeral Home was
in charge of arrangements.
A lifetime member of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church and a member of the Rotary Club and the Lions Club,
he was a retired insurance agent with Lamar Life Insurance Co. and a retired brigadier general with the
Mississippi Army Reserve National Guard. Falkner was troop commander of the Oxford National Guard
unit which was federalized for the admission of James Meredith to the University of Mississippi. He
received 12 ribbons for his service, the highest of which were the Army Commendation Medal and the
Mississippi Magnolia Medal. He also served in the U.S. Navy and received the World War II Victory
Medal.
Falkner attended Ole Miss and graduated from Mississippi State College where he was a member of
Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity.
His was a literary family. In addition to being the nephew of Nobel Prize winning author William
Faulkner, other writers in his family include another uncle, Murry Falkner; his brother, Jimmy Faulkner;
and his father, John Faulkner.
He was preceded in death by his wife, Elleine “Mutt” Williams Falkner.
Survivors include his wife, Dianne Logan Falkner of Oxford; three sons, Murry Cuthbert Falkner Jr. of
Aberdeen, John Barkley Falkner of Oxford and Charles Ramey Falkner of Dallas; a step-daughter, Leslie
Jones Ferguson of Oxford; and four grandchildren.
Memorials may be made to St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, 113 S. Ninth Street, Oxford, MS 38655 or
French Camp Academy, 1 Fine Place, French Camp, MS 39745.

May
Oxford American magazine signs deal with University of Central Arkansas
May 26, 2004
CONWAY, Ark. — The Oxford American and the University of Central Arkansas announced a partnership
on Saturday that will establish the critically acclaimed Southern literary magazine in Conway, Ark.
The magazine began in 1992 in Oxford, Miss., and was bankrolled by author John Grisham for years.
Financial troubles led it to cease production in 2002, but it was revived briefly after At Home Media
Group purchased the magazine and moved it to Little Rock.
The university said it signed a three-year, $490,000 contract with Oxford American founder Marc
Smirnoff on May 17. The contract calls for an initial infusion of $300,000 to get started and then an
additional $190,000. The university’s auxiliary revenue will be the funding source.
“Having a magazine of the Oxford American’s caliber on our campus will benefit not only our students
and faculty, but the entire state as well,” said university president Lu Hardin. “Not only will our English
and writing students learn from this, but our business students as well (by seeing how a publication is
run).
“The UCA Honors College of 600 students with an average ACT score of 31, coupled with the literary
excellence of the Oxford American, further affirms UCA as a university committed to academic
excellence.”
The magazine will be housed in Main Hall on the campus and publication, at four issues a year, is
expected to start in November. The plan is to operate the magazine as a nonprofit entity, the university
said.
The Oxford American stopped publication in July, but this month it won a National Magazine Award for
its Sixth Annual Music Issue, finishing in front of Rolling Stone, National Geographic and Wired in the
single-topic issue category.
Dubbed “the Southern New Yorker” by The Washington Post, The Oxford American has published the
works of Charles Portis, William F. Buckley Jr. and Donna Tartt, among others.
University officials said the contract would not be funded with state money or money from student
tuition. Instead, Hardin has said the goal of the project is to generate revenue through subscriptions and
advertising to help pay off the university’s initial investment.
The agreement between UCA and Oxford American is for three years, but it can be renewed, according
to Jack Gillean, vice president of university relations.
The magazine is currently owned by Brothers and Sisters Holding Company , Inc. with Smirnoff as
president. Once the nonprofit entity is established, the magazine will then be transferred to that entity.

A faculty member (not yet selected) from the UCA business department will make sure the magazine is
viable, according to Gillean. UCA students will serve as interns, although they will not be writing for the
publication.
Terry Wright, the university’s associate dean of the College of Fine Arts and Communication, said in an
earlier interview, “Having the Oxford American — undeniably one of the finest literary and fiction
magazines in the country — here at UCA shows the university’s serious commitment to creative writing
and literary arts.”
The magazine’s new governing board includes President Hardin, Smirnoff, Rex Nelson of Gov.
Huckabee’s staff, Alan Leveritt of the Arkansas Times, William Whitworth, a former editor at The New
York Times and former editor of Atlantic Monthly; and Warrick Sabin of the Arkansas Times.

June
Country singer Marty Stuart arrested, charged with DUI
June 24, 2004
HENDERSONVILLE, Tenn. — (AP) Country singer Marty Stuart was charged June 23 with driving under
the influence of alcohol, police said.
Dispatcher Jennifer Grant said police received a call about an accident without injuries in the parking lot
of a McDonald’s that possibly involved alcohol. When officers arrived, they took Stuart to jail, she said.
A jail official said Stuart was charged Wednesday evening with first-offense DUI and released on $1,500
bail.
Calls to Stuart’s management company were not immediately returned.
Stuart was charged with drunken driving in April 2002 after police got a tip he was intoxicated at a store.
The charge was dismissed when a judge ruled there was not enough probable cause to stop his car, but
Stuart lost his driver’s license for a year for refusing to take a blood-alcohol test.
Stuart, 45, is a member of the Grand Ole Opry. His hits include “Tempted” and “The Whiskey Ain’t
Workin’,” a duet with Travis Tritt.

July
English prof wins national poetry award
Poet Ann Fisher-Wirth’s work ‘Rain’ garners 2004 Rita Dove Poetry Award
July 6, 2004
OXFORD, Miss. — University of Mississippi Professor of English Ann Fisher-Wirth, a widely published
poet and environmental essayist, recently won the 2004 Rita Dove Poetry Award from the Salem College
Center for Women Writers.
Fisher-Wirth’s literary work “Rain,” which she describes as “a prose poem about love,” is from her new,
unpublished manuscript Dream Cabinet. Her poem, “October,” a sequence of elegies to her mother who
died last year, was named an award finalist.

Fisher-Wirth is slated to give a reading of her work at Salem College (Winston-Salem, N.C.) this fall. The
award carries a $1,000 prize and round-trip travel and lodging for the reading event.
“Although known more famously for its fiction, those who know the town know that Oxford is home to a
vibrant and increasingly influential community of poets,” said Joseph Urgo, chair of the UM Department
of English. “We’re pleased to learn that Ann Fisher-Wirth’s very fine poem, ‘Rain,’ has been selected as
the 2004 winner of the Rita Dove Poetry Award. The award should lead others to discover the distinctive
Mississippi voice of Fisher-Wirth, its earthy ecology and its grace.”
Fisher-Wirth, who has taught creative writing at UM for about 16 years, said she appreciates the
recognition. “I was really pleased and honored — not to mention, surprised — to win the Rita Dove
Poetry Award.”
She is the author of Blue Window (Archer Books, 2003), her first poetry collection, and The Trinket
Poems (Wind, 2003), a runner-up in the 2003 Quentin R. Howard Poetry Chapbook Competition. With
more than 70 poems in numerous literary and online journals, the professor recently completed two
new book manuscripts of poems, titled Dream Cabinet and Carta Marina, in addition to other
unpublished poems. Fisher-Wirth won the 2003 Malahat Review Long Poem Prize for the first section
of Carta Marina.
Fisher-Wirth also is the author of William Carlos Williams and Autobiography: The Woods of His Own
Nature and numerous essays on American literature and the environment.
In 2002-03, she held the Fulbright Distinguished Chair of American Studies at Uppsala University,
Sweden, one of 36 such awards in 13 countries. She taught native Swedish students her speciality
courses: American environmental literature, poetry and ecotheory.
Formerly on the faculty at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville and at Scripps and Pomona
colleges in Claremont, Calif., Fisher-Wirth received a bachelor’s degree from Pomona and master’s and
doctoral degrees from Claremont Graduate University in California.
Rowan Oak reopens after renovation to kick off 31st annual Faulkner & Yoknapatawpha Conference
July 25, 2004
By Tobie Baker
University of Mississippi News Services
OXFORD, Miss. — William Faulkner’s Rowan Oak, closed to visitors since December 2001, reopens today
after a nearly $1 million restoration of the Greek Revival house and grounds.
The noon reopening kicks off the 31st annual Faulkner and Yoknapatawpha Conference, which runs
through July 29 at the University of Mississippi. The university owns and operates Rowan Oak as part of
University Museums.
The reopening marks the end of the second phase in a three-phrase restoration project. The completed
work includes new electrical wiring and plumbing, a museum-grade climate control system and
foundation support, as well as wall repairs, painting and reproduction wallpaper. The work was funded
with $500,000 from the state and a $363,000 grant from the U.S. Department of Interior.

The final phase, landscaping and restoration of outbuildings, begins this fall. The U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development is providing a $479,000 grant for the work.
“The home is going to be in good shape for years to come,” said William Griffith, Rowan Oak curator.
“The restoration ensures visitors from around the world the opportunity to experience Faulkner’s life at
Rowan Oak.”
Built by a pioneer settler in the 1840s, the antebellum house was purchased by Faulkner in 1930, and it
was his home until his death in 1962. Originally known as the Bailey Place, the estate was renamed
Rowan Oak by the Nobel Prize-winning author for the legend of the Rowan tree, which is recorded in Sir
James Frazer’s The Golden Bough.
According to the story, Scottish peasants placed a cross of Rowan wood over their thresholds to ward
off evil spirts and give the occupants a place of refuge, privacy and peace. Just as Faulkner experienced
these qualities while writing and living on the estate, these features continue today under the cedars
and hardwoods, Griffith said.
In 1952, Faulkner added a small office to the house and inscribed on the wall the outline for the Pultizer
Prize-winning novel A Fable. The office remains as it was at the time of his death.
Besides the office, Faulkner erected a brick wall on the east side of the house to ward off staring
strangers, constructed a stable and added brick terraces.
The author’s daughter, Jill Faulkner Summers, sold the house and the 31-acre estate to the university in
1972. The house was last restored in 1980.
The grounds are open to visitors during daylight hours, and the home is open 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tuesdays
through Saturdays and 1-4 p.m. on Sundays. For guided tours, including assistance related to a disability,
call 662-234-3284.
William Faulkner lives on through play, future movie
July 28, 2004
OXFORD, Miss. — The critically acclaimed one-man show based on the life of Oxford’s most famous
resident paid a visit to the University of Mississippi July 26-28 for four rare free performances.
Mississippi native and UM alumnus John Maxwell performed Oh, Mr. Faulkner, Do You Write? in the
Ford Center for the Performing Arts Rehearsal Hall. The production coincides with the 2004 Faulkner
and Yoknapatawpha Conference, on the UM campus July 25-29.
Maxwell, who conceived of and co-wrote the play, first performed the role of William Faulkner in 1981
at Jackson’s New Stage Theater. Since then, the actor has delivered hundreds of performances of Oh,
Mr. Faulkner to colleges, universities, arts councils and theaters across the United States, including New
York’s the Bottom Line and the Alabama Shakespeare Festival. He has also taken his show to a dozen
foreign countries.

In bringing the play to Oxford, Maxwell is accomplishing a goal of allowing even more Faulknerphiles,
students and theater lovers access into the Nobel laureate's psyche. Maxwell and his business partner,
Jimbo Burnett, filmed the Oxford performances to create a movie version of the play, which they will
market through their company, Maxbo Productions.
In addition to filming Maxwell’s stage performances, whose set was based on Faulkner’s office at Rowan
Oak, the production company also did some location shooting at Rowan Oak and elsewhere in the
region.
Maxwell said he hopes to market the production to colleges, universities, high school libraries, PBS and
such commercial TV networks as A&E.
“We hope to have it done by the fall of 2004,” Maxwell said. “Several people are interested in
distribution, and it’s amazing how many people’s ears perk up when you mention Faulkner. It’s also
amazing how many famous people love Faulkner, which works to our advantage.”
If the play itself is any indication, a film version will no doubt be well received.
“John Maxwell’s done a marvelous job of culling prose from Faulkner’s work, letters and interviews into
a single, unified expression,” said Don Kartiganer, holder of UM’s Howry Chair in Faulkner Studies and
professor of English. “The play is both moving and informative, because it lets you get a sense of how
this particular man, living where and when he did, came to write this particular corpus of work.”
Set in the 1950s, soon after Faulkner won the Nobel Prize, the play uses the writer’s own words, flashing
back as far as the 1920s, to “give us William Faulkner the man in a rewarding evening of theater,” as
Eudora Welty, Faulkner’s friend — and one of the first people to read a draft of the play — put it.
The title refers to a famous (and possibly apocrpyal) exchange Faulkner had with Hollywood actor Clark
Gable during the 1930s when Faulkner was a screenwriter in Hollywood. While on a hunting trip with
Gable and film director Howard Hawks, Gable asked Faulkner who he thought were the best writers
then living.
When Faulkner included himself in his reply, Gable reportedly said, “Oh, Mr. Faulkner, do you write?”
“Yes, Mr. Gable,” Faulkner said. “What do you do?”
“It’s like having Faulkner walking around stage and talking,” Kartiganer said. “Faulkner was a great roleplayer all his life — he played the role of dandy, farmer, bohemian, veteran fighter pilot. I seriously
doubt he would have imagined someone playing the role of him.”
But most likely William Faulkner is a role Maxwell had little choice in playing; the actor has said he
“became obsessed” with the writer after reading his first Faulkner novel, a gift to him during his 20s.
Maxwell has said, too, that he hopes through his performances, and now through the film, he’s creating
some new Faulkner obsessions.

Call for Papers: Faulkner’s Inheritance
July 31, 2004
The 32nd Annual Faulkner & Yoknapatawpha Conference: “Faulkner’s Inheritance”, July 24-28, 2005
As much as the fictional character closest to him — Quentin Compson — William Faulkner was “an
empty hall echoing with sonorous defeated names … a commonwealth … a barracks filled with stubborn
back-looking ghosts.” The names and ghosts, of course, were not just those of the Old South and the
war fought on its behalf, but the world that grew up in the wake of their passing: a New South still
harboring some of the values of the Old, a Falkner family history fostering comparably divided loyalties,
a Modernist revolution in thought and art prepared to challenge all loyalties, North and South.
The 32nd annual Faulkner and Yoknapatawpha Conference will attempt to take the measure of
Faulkner’s “inheritance”: the varied elements that went into his making and the making of his work.
Obviously the range is great. What events of Southern and North Mississippi history, what aspects of the
personal life, what ideas in the intellectual ferment of Modernism, figure most strikingly in the fiction he
wrote? What do we as readers most need to know of the world Faulkner inhabited — political, social,
cultural — in order to best understand that fiction? In commenting once on his work, he spoke,
uncharacteristically, of “the amazing gift I had,” and wondered “where it came from … why God or gods
or whoever it was, selected me to be the vessel.” The aim of this conference will be to explore, in
somewhat more mundane terms, “where it came from” and what — given that “amazing gift” —
Faulkner made out of what he was given.
We are inviting both 50-minute plenary addresses and 15-minute papers for this conference. Plenary
papers consist of approximately 6,000 words and will be published by the University Press of Mississippi.
Conference papers consist of approximately 2,500 words and will be delivered at panel sessions.
For plenary papers the 15th edition of the University of Chicago Manual of Style should be used as a
guide in preparing manuscripts. Three copies of manuscripts must be submitted by January 15, 2005.
Notification of selection will be made by March 1, 2005. Authors whose papers are selected for
presentation at the conference and publication will receive (1) a waiver of the conference registration
fee and (2) lodging at the University Alumni House from Saturday, July 23, through Thursday, July 28.
For short papers, three copies of two-page abstracts must be submitted by January 15, 2005.
Notification will be made by March 1, 2005. Authors whose papers are selected for panel presentation
will receive a waiver of the $275 conference registration fee.
All manuscripts and inquiries should be addressed to Donald Kartiganer, Department of English, The
University of Mississippi, University, MS 38677. Telephone: 662-915-5793, e-mail:
dkartiga@olemiss.edu. Panel abstracts may be sent by e-mail attachment; plenary manuscripts should
only be sent by conventional mail.

September
Call for Readers: The Marathon Reading of William Faulkner’s Absalom, Absalom! at Rowan Oak on
the author’s birthday, September 25, 2004, commencing at 6 am and concluding at 10 pm with a
birthday cake on the grounds of Faulkner’s home in Oxford, Mississippi

Absalom, Absalom! Marathon 2004
The Department of English, University Museums, and The University of Mississippi invite you to
participate in a public reading of William Faulkner’s great novel on the 107th anniversary of the author’s
birth and the 68th anniversary of the book’s publication. The event commemorates the reopening of
Rowan Oak, Faulkner’s home, renovated this year. To participate, call or email the Department of
English, or print and mail this form with three choices of reading times.
Volunteers will be assigned to 10-minute reading segments. Times may be reserved on the hour and at
10, 20, 30, 40 and 50 minutes past the hour, starting at 6:00 am and continuing through 9:50 pm. on
Saturday, September 25.
To reserve a reading time, call 662-915-7439, email absalom@olemiss.edu, or mail this form to:
The Absalom, Absalom! Project
Department of English
Box 1848
Bondurant Hall
The University of Mississippi
University, MS 38677.
Name___________________________
Address_________________________________________________
Phone _________________ email __________________________
Please provide three preferred times to read between 6 am and 9:50 pm on Saturday, September 25,
2004.
1. _______ 2_______ 3. _________
You will receive email or phone confirmation of your reading time.
Faulkner birthday to be celebrated Sept. 25 at Rowan Oak
Scheduled marathon public reading of ‘Absalom, Absalom!’ draws fans from afar
September 14, 2004
OXFORD, Miss. — From sunup to sundown Sept. 25 at Rowan Oak, scores of William Faulkner scholars
and fans are slated to publicly read all 313 pages of Absalom, Absalom!, often hailed as the Nobel Prizewinning novelist’s masterpiece.
The 6 a.m.-10 p.m. marathon reading, at the writer’s historic home near the University of Mississippi,
commemorates Faulkner’s 107th birthday and the 68th anniversary of the book’s publication. Visitors
from as far away as Texas have reserved times to read in 10-minute segments from lecterns on the
porch of Rowan Oak, which is maintained as a literary landmark by the university.

“The novel consists of numerous ‘voices’ in dialogue, and we are excited at the prospect of having those
voices heard, rather than read silently,” said Joe Urgo, event organizer and chair of the UM Department
of English. “A public reading combines the two things that readers like best: reading (and re-reading)
their favorite books and talking about books.”
The event also celebrates Rowan Oak’s recent reopening following completion of its second phase of
extensive renovations. The home is open to the public during the readings. According to tradition, the
birthday commemoration also will feature cake and witty tributes by literary greats.
Absalom, Absalom!, noted for its unusual dense and often intricate prose, offers one of Faulkner’s most
compelling explorations of race, gender and the burdens of the past.
“As one Faulkner character says in another book, ‘We do not know how it will go, but whatever
happens, it will be glorious,’” Urgo said.
Donald Kartiganer, holder of UM’s Howry Chair in Faulkner Studies and professor of English, said the
featured book is the most historical of Faulkner’s works and “one of his most important studies of race
relations in the South, in particular the role that racist thinking played in the decline of the Old South.”
Kartiganer said he suspects that if Faulkner were alive, he probably would be dismayed at the throngs of
admirers milling about the grounds of Rowan Oak annually to commemorate his birthday, but he might
be pleased at the reading of his novel.
“I think Faulkner would always appreciate any attention to his work,” Kartiganer said. “He wrote to be
read — even read aloud, if that’s what one wants to do. How he would have felt about the reading
taking place at his house is another matter … but he probably wouldn’t mind, as long as the focus is on
the book and not on him.”
Volunteers who wish to participate can reserve reading times by calling 662-915-7439 or by e-mailing
absalom@olemiss.edu. Forms also can be accessed from the UM Department of English web site at
www.olemiss.edu/depts/english.
Rowan Oak’s regular visiting hours are 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday and 1-4 p.m. Sunday. For guided
tours and assistance related to a disability, call 662-234-3284.

October
English professor, poet Ann Fisher-Wirth awarded state arts commission grant
October 14, 2004
OXFORD, Miss. —Award-winning poet Ann Fisher-Wirth, professor of English at the University of
Mississippi, has been awarded a $4,000 fellowship from the Mississippi Arts Commission.
A widely published author and environmental essayist, Fisher-Wirth is among 188 artists and arts
programs across the state to receive a grant during the commissions first round of funding for fiscal year
2005, amounting to just over $1 million.

“It is such an honor and encouragement to have one’s work recognized in this way,” said Fisher-Wirth.
“It is a privilege, too, to be a part of the literary community at the University of Mississippi, in Oxford
and around the state.”
Fisher-Wirth, who has taught at UM for about 16 years, said she hopes to use the MAC grant to help
advance her writing. With more than 70 poems in numerous literary and online journals, the professor
recently completed two manuscripts of poems, one titled Carta Marina and the other Dream Cabinet,
which she is seeking to have published. She plans to continue to craft poems for another work,
tentatively titled Mississippi.
“Ann Fisher-Wirth’s poetry is Mississippi organic, responding in a variety of ways to the landscape with a
heightened sensibility that is at once esoteric and grounded in the here and now,” said Joseph Urgo,
chair of the UM Department of English. “She brings these qualities to her classroom, where students
find the kind of intellectual stimulation we associate with the very best teachers. We’re pleased by the
recognition from the Mississippi Arts Commission.”
Fisher-Wirth won the 2003 Malahat Review Long Poem Prize for the first section of Carta Marina. In
July, she won the 2004 Rita Dove Poetry Award from the Salem College Center for Women Writers for a
prose poem from Dream Cabinet. The honor carried a $1,000 prize and featured Fisher-Wirth in a public
reading. She also has received a five-week writing residency at the Djerassi Resident Artists Program in
Woodside, Calif., which begins in May.
“In the meantime, I will be writing whenever I can, teaching and giving readings,” Fisher-Wirth said.
She is also the author of Blue Window (Archer Books, 2003), her first poetry collection, and The Trinket
Poems (Wind, 2003), a runner-up in the 2003 Quentin R. Howard Poetry Chapbook Competition. Her
book William Carlos Williams and Autobiography: The Woods of His Own Nature (Pennsylvania State
University Press, 1989) contains numerous essays on American literature and the environment.
Formerly on the faculty at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville and at Scripps and Pomona
colleges in Claremont, Calif., Fisher-Wirth received a bachelor’s degree from Pomona and master’s and
doctoral degrees from Claremont Graduate University in California.
The Mississippi Arts Commission is a state agency funded by the Legislature, National Endowment for
the Arts, Wallace Foundation, U.S. Department of Education, and other public and private sources.
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Author Larry Brown dies at 53
Thursday, November 25, 2004
OXFORD, Miss. — Larry Brown, a firefighter turned author who wrote of the poor rural South and the
consequences of life there, died Wednesday at his home in the Tula community near Oxford. He was 53.
Funeral arrangements were pending. Survivors include Brown’s wife, Mary Annie Brown, two sons, a
daughter and his mother.

Brown’s publisher, Algonquin Books in North Carolina, said Brown died of a heart attack. Lafayette
County Coroner Lonnie Weaver said the cause of Brown’s death would be determined after an autopsy.
Weaver said Brown was dead when emergency medical crews arrived at his home shortly after 8 a.m.
Born July 9, 1951, in Oxford, Brown briefly attended the University of Mississippi and learned the craft of
writing in large measure by avid reading.
Brown served in the U.S. Marine Corps from 1970 to 1972. He worked as an Oxford firefighter from 1973
until 1990, when he retired to begin his full-time writing career.
“I’m just paralyzed — like most people when they lose a loved one they admire,” Oxford writer Barry
Hannah told The Oxford Eagle in a telephone interview from San Marcos, Texas, where he is teaching.
Hannah said he had watched his friend’s growing success with pride, from the time his work first began
appearing in magazines and journals in the mid-1980s to his most recent novel, The Rabbit
Factory (2003).
“Everywhere I go, I brag about Larry Brown and what hard work and discipline brought to him as an
artist,” Hannah said. “It’s close and deep and very sorrowful. But he is a marvelous inspiration to those
who need toughness.”
Brown served as creative writing instructor at the University of Mississippi in spring 1998, filling in for
longtime writer-in-residence Hannah, who had taken a leave of absence. UM Department of English
chair Joe Urgo described Brown’s death as “a sudden and unexpected loss.”
“Larry Brown was among the very best contemporary writers in the United States, and another powerful
literary voice to emerge from Oxford and Lafayette County,” Urgo said. “Although he had no formal
affiliation with the Department of English, we receive inquiries about him and his work from readers
around the world quite frequently.
“Mr. Brown’s passing abruptly ends a career that many readers had all reason to look forward to
enjoying for years to come. Well, now, of course, we can re-read the books and come to know that Larry
Brown will never really leave us.”
Brown’s first book was a collection of stories called Facing the Music, published in 1988, followed in
1989 by his first novel, Dirty Work, which was inspired in part by his father’s experiences in World War
II.
“As a writer he had the advantage of growing up in a place where people knew each other deeply, and
that showed in his work,” Oxford mayor and Square Books owner Richard Howorth said, recalling Brown
as “a generous and loving person.”
Brown’s books included Big Bad Love (1990), which depicted marital malaise of varying degrees, and the
novel Joe (1991), in which he teamed up the title character, a hard-drinking ex-convict who heads up a
forest defoliation crew, with 15-year-old Gary Jones, the son of a truly evil no-count drunk migrant
worker.

Big Bad Love caught the attention of actress Debra Winger and her husband, director Arliss Howard. The
two produced and starred in a film adaptation of the same name in 2001.
In 2002, filmmaker Gary Hawkins created a documentary about the writer and his life entitled The
Rough South of Larry Brown.

